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We depend on your support. A generous gift in any amount helps us continue to bring you this service.
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														State Roundup: What will fix Maryland’s growing teacher shortage?; state Senate OKs tax on ammo, firearms sales; why Crossover Day matters

				
					What will fix Maryland’s growing teacher shortage?; state Senate OKs tax on ammo, firearms sales; why Crossover Day matters: What bills made it, what bill didn’t.



			
			
				
			

				
														Maryland’s teacher shortage: Will the Blueprint’s plan for better pay, training do enough?

				
					The U.S. Department of Education keeps a Teacher Shortage Areas database — and it found that for the current school year, Maryland was short of teachers in 28 subjects, which the state defines as “areas of certification.” That’s up from 17 five years earlier. Some teacher certification areas — such as English as a second language, health science and special education — are short on teachers from pre-K through the 12th grade.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: ‘Freedom to Read Act’ would set standards for library content; House Dems push $1.2B package for education, transportation; lawmakers scramble to meet crossover day

				
					 Challenging rise in book bans, ‘Freedom to Read Act’ would set standards for library content; House Dems push $1.2B package for education, transportation; lawmakers scramble to meet crossover day.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: MoCo’s budget holds property tax rate steady; upgrade plan for Pimlico races to Annapolis; Catherine Pugh’s supervised release ends early

				
					Montgomery County, Maryland property tax rates would hold steady while the county puts more money into schools, affordable housing and other priorities under a spending plan unveiled by County Executive Marc Elrich (D) on Thursday.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: BPW injects another $425M into delayed Purple Line; Corrections workers, jilted on time cards, get $9.5 million

				
					Board of Public Works injects another $425M into delayed Purple Line; Corrections workers, jilted on time cards, get $9.5 million; contract extended with ‘uniquely terrible’ prison health care provider.



			
			
				
			

				
														Maryland officials OK more Purple Line money, but not gladly 

				
					Gov. Wes Moore and the state’s chief financial officers approved nearly half a billion dollars in extra funds for the Purple Line on Wednesday, even as they condemned the embattled project’s mounting delays and escalating costs.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: Blueprint eats through state fund; tax package in the works; wage gender gap impacts Latina women the most

				
					Education Blueprint eats through state funds; tax package in the works; wage gender gap impacts Latina women the most.



			
			
				
			

				
														Maryland considers proposed bill to legalize online gambling

				
					Maryland lawmakers are considering a bill that would legalize internet gaming in the state. Guests would no longer need to travel to casinos to play table games and use slot machines. Opponents say new legislation would pose significant risks to existing Maryland casinos.



			
			
				
			

				
														Blueprint or budget-breaker? No one knows how to pay for Maryland’s massive education reform

				
					Maryland’s Democratic-led legislature passed the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future in 2021, vowing to pour billions of dollars into the state’s public schools to offer universal pre-K, improve teaching and make sure students are ready for college or careers.



			
			
				
			

				
														The Port of Baltimore’s public terminals are booming. Here’s why.

				
					The amount of cargo coming through the Port of Baltimore’s six public terminals has grown dramatically in the last 25 years, according to data from the Maryland Port Administration (MPA).
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