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We depend on your support. A generous gift in any amount helps us continue to bring you this service.
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														Blueprint or budget-breaker? No one knows how to pay for Maryland’s massive education reform

				
					Maryland’s Democratic-led legislature passed the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future in 2021, vowing to pour billions of dollars into the state’s public schools to offer universal pre-K, improve teaching and make sure students are ready for college or careers.



			
			
				
			

				
														The Port of Baltimore’s public terminals are booming. Here’s why.

				
					The amount of cargo coming through the Port of Baltimore’s six public terminals has grown dramatically in the last 25 years, according to data from the Maryland Port Administration (MPA).



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: Expanding pre-K a struggle for many districts; widening 6% sales tax ‘a conversation starter’ to fill budget gap; Elections Board appointment delayed

				
					Expanding pre-K a struggle for many districts; widening 6% sales tax ‘a conversation starter’ to fill budget gap; GOP Elections Board appointment delayed.



			
			
				
			

				
														Maryland’s education ‘Blueprint’ struggles to expand pre-K

				
					As a group of 4-year-old boys worked to create a towering building block castle in their colorful Montgomery County Public Schools pre-K classroom, Head Start teacher Molly Scherf reminded them it is important to build a strong foundation.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: Senate committee sends budget package to floor without tax hikes; new program would offer grants to offset cost of zero emissions work vehicles

				
					State Senate committee sends budget package to floor without tax hikes; Senate OKs bill to allow undocumented workers to buy health insurance; new program would offer grants to offset cost of zero emissions work vehicles.



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: Battle over tax hikes may loom as lawmakers disagree on solving budget gap; AFSCME union signs new contract with Md.; juvenile justice bills diverge

				
					Maryland’s budget problems worsened Thursday with tax receipts failing to hit estimates for the fifth consecutive time since the pandemic ended. The news quickly ratcheted up the rhetoric among Democrats, who are divided on whether now is the time to raise taxes.



			
			
				
			

				
														Opioid deaths spur push for kids to carry naloxone

				
					A disparate and ambiguous set of district-level policies has created confusion on the role students may play in preventing opioid deaths among their peers. But a bill before the Maryland General Assembly aims to provide a clear and uniform set of standards. The measure, HB 1268, would explicitly authorize students across the state to possess and administer naloxone – also known by its brand name, Narcan – as adolescent opioid deaths surge and teens lobby for urgent solutions.



			
			
				
			

				
														Lawmakers may dash dreams of high-speed transit

				
					Maryland lawmakers this session are debating their possible role in funding a high-speed rail project from Washington, D.C. to New York City, with some convinced the answer is clear: the state shouldn’t have any role at all.



			
			
				
			

				
														Stop the predatory ticket selling and support SB 539/HB 901

				
					While the world’s attention turned to concert ticketing with the recent Taylor Swift and Beyoncé kerfuffle, we’ve been fighting for years to protect fans who are being victimized by resellers



			
			
				
			

				
														State Roundup: County execs call on state to close billion-dollar tax loophole; lawmakers eye raising some tolls to fill transportation budget gap

				
					County executives call on state legislators to close billion-dollar tax loophole; lawmakers eye raising some tolls to fill transportation budget gap; consensus sought on House, Senate juvenile justice bills.
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